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Pack the Track 
 

The Pre-K students at  
Viewmont Elementary join  
athletes from LRU for the 

annual Pack the Track event. 
 

The entire school gets in-
volved in the big event—
walking and running the 
track as the school raises 

funds to support programs 
and  special needs. 

 
Thank you to Lenoir-Rhyne 
University! We  appreciate 

your support of the  
Viewmont Bears! 

HONORING OUR VETERANS! 

Veterans Day is observed on November 11, regardless of what day of the week 
on which it falls. Observing this special day helps to focus attention on the im-
portant purpose of Veterans Day: A celebration to honor America's veterans for 
their patriotism, love of country, and willingness to serve and sacrifice for the 
common good. 

We honor all of our employees who have served or are serving in the United 
States Military. Thank you for your dedication and service to the United States 
of America. (HPS is closed for Veterans Day this Friday, November 10) 



 

 

ORDER YOUR HPS APPAREL, 

TODAY! 

Items can be purchased through the   
following link: 

 
hƩps://hps2017.itemorder.com/ 

 

Tornado 

Musicians 

know 

how to 

rock the 

house! 



 

 

 

 

 
       

HPS announces change in leadership for two schools 
(L-R) Ashley, Griffin, Joplin 

 
Following the Thanksgiving holiday, on Monday, November 27, 2017, two schools will have new principals at Hicko-
ry Public Schools.   
 
The current principal of Grandview Middle, Aaron Joplin, has accepted the role of Talent Acquisition Manager for 
Leadership in the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools Human Resources Department. 
 
Dr. Jennifer Griffin, current principal of Oakwood Elementary, will assume the duties of Principal at Grandview Mid-
dle School. 
 
Terry Ashley, current Assistant Principal at Viewmont Elementary School, will assume the duties of Principal of 
Oakwood Elementary School. 
 
“I am thankful for more than 11 wonderful years spent in the Hickory Public Schools at Viewmont Elementary and 
Grandview Middle,” said Joplin. “I will miss my Grandview family, but I am ready for an exciting new chapter in my 
work life.” 
 
A native of Union County, Dr. Griffin’s experience includes teaching in Brunswick County, Wake County and Alexan-
der County. She was an active middle school educator where she was also selected as her school’s Teacher of the Year 
and received the Rueben McNeill Golden Apple Teacher of the Year from the City of Apex. 
 
Prior to joining Hickory Public Schools as a K-12 curriculum specialist, Griffin served as the executive director of the 
Patrick Beaver Learning Resource Center for two years. She has served as the principal of Oakwood Elementary for 
two years. 
 
Griffin earned her undergraduate degree in middle school education from UNC-Chapel Hill where she was a NC 
Teaching Fellow; her master’s degree in Curriculum Specialist from Appalachian State University with a graduate cer-
tificate in school leadership, also from ASU; and her doctorate from Western Carolina University in Educational Lead-
ership with a concentration in social justice. She is also a National Board Certified teacher. 
 
Joining Oakwood Elementary as the new Principal, Terry Ashley has served Hickory Public Schools since 1998 when 
she became Assistant Principal at Southwest Elementary School.  
 
Since her leadership role at Southwest, Ms. Ashley also served as Assistant Principal at Jenkins Elementary and most 
recently as Assistant Principal at Viewmont Elementary. 
 
Previously, Ashley served as the Academically Intellectually Gifted Coordinator for Hickory Public Schools and she 
has served as the HPS Site Director for Summer Reading Camps for several years. 
 
A native of Harnett County, NC, Ashley earned her undergraduate degree in special education from East Carolina Uni-
versity. She obtained her master’s degree in both Special Education and School Administration from Georgia Southern 
University. 
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